A Man After God’sOwn Heart

2 Samuel 1:1 — 1 Kings 2:11; 1 Chronicles 10-29
(Passagesin 2 Samuel unless otherwise specified)

The New Testament describes David as a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22). He was not perfect by an
means. There were times he sinned grievously. But he was a man of great faith. He tried to rule the land as Go
would have it ruled. God blessed him and his kingdom greatly. David learned a very important lesson: If God
had demanded perfection in aman before he could be b , then al men would have been cursed. He learned
it isthe forgiven man who can stand blessed before God (see Psa. 32:1,2; Rom. 4:6-8).

The stories of David are fascinating. God must have considered him a character we needed to know about
because there are more chapters of the Bible devoted to his story, or Psaims written by him, than any other man.
We first meet him in 1 Samuel 16 when Samuel anointed him king. 1 KlnﬂSZ tells of his death. Approximately
half of the Psalms were written by him. Our lives are enriched as we see his strong faith in God, his capacity
for love of those things good, and his deep grief over sins he committ portrayed in the Psalms.

One son of Saul, Ish-bosheth, was | eft after the battle with the n Mt. Gilboa. Abner, Saul’s chief
captain, set Ish-bosheth up askingin (2:8). Hecla |Ing over , the

; ; ; (2:9), but it
was an empty boast. The very fact he had to be proclaimed in Mah
disarray in Israel after the Philistine victory.
d h

Im in Gilead indicates there was
Meanwhile, David's own tribe of Judah had turn imkingin (2:1-4).
Naturally, this made for a power struggle in the lang.
At the end of two years, one of David’'s men n urdered Abner. Then, Ish-bosheth was murdered

by two of his own servants. Now the way wagglear to become king over the whole country.

The city of f the (5:6). Many years earlier Joshua
succeeded in killing the king of Jeru id rot manage to get into the fortress city ?see Josh.10:22-27;
15:63; Judg. 1:21). The Jebusites still f chided David by saying their blind and lame could keep
his arm%/ out. David's men enteregthe c of the “water course.” Joab was made chief captain asa
result of hishelp in the battle

David strengthened the cit
from Kirjath-jearim, or
Samuel 31 Chron. 13:6; see 1
build himself apalacein Jerusalem.

Taking the city of Jerusalem was a wise move politically on David’%r)art. He had chosen acity that had never
been in Israel’s hands, thus neutral from any distinct tribe. It was centr (I:?/ located, with roads leading in all
directions. The fortress was on top of amountain, and thus, easily defended. With the ark of the covenant there,

it would be the religious center of the land as well as the political center.

The Philistines did not approve of the growing strength of Israel.Almost immediately, they attacked in the
of (5:18), afertile plain about halfway between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.
Aswas his custom, David asked God's advice on how to attack. God gave David decisive victories over and
over, until the Philistines were driven back into a narrow strip along the seacoast. They never became subject to
David, but he had broken their power. They were no longer athreat to his kingdom. In fact, throughout the rest
19fl I fsrael ite history, there were frequent border conflicts with the Philistines, but they were never again a power-
ul force.

David turned to his neighbors on every side and began defeating them. He lined up the soldiers of
(8:2), killed two-thirds of them and made the country pay him tribute. He put garrisons throughout
(8:14) and made the people his subjects. He took (8:633, and took control of the
River (8:3). The of (8:5) tried to help th king of Zobah and
were defeated also. They, too, pad David tribute. King Toi of (8:9) congratulated David on
his victories and sent voluntary gifts of silver, gold and bronze. The hired Syrian
EAramean) soldiers from , , , and
10:6) to fight against David. He defeated their whole army. The Syrians regrouped and hired help from “be-
yond the " (10:16) — the Euphrates. Still, they could not win. “ So the Syrians feared to help the
children of Ammon anymore” (10:19). David took the capital city of the Ammonites, (12:26),
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and made it his own. He moved the ark of the covenant into the city
of Judah asit is called here, where it had been since the days of
-7:2). King Hiram of (5:11) sent suppliesfor David to




and proclaimed himself king of the Ammonites. Thus, “. . . . The Lord gave David victory everywhere he went”
(8:6). Notice, David was not merely pushing the enemies off Isragl’s borders. He was making the neighboring
peoples subject to him.

Map #10 — The Empire of David and Solomon
L abel and number your maﬁ. _
Notice this map covers much more land than the usual map of Palestine.
Draw a dotted line around the usual area shown.

Now show David’svictories. L abd:
Philistines (not subject, but subdued)
Phoenicians (not subject, but friendly)
Hamath (not subject, but friendl %
Color each of these nations a different color.

L abel the peoples subject to David:

Edom Zobah
M oab Ammon
Damascus

Color all theland David controlled.

David wanted to build atemple for Jehovah in Jerusalem. At first,
but God sent him back to David to tell him God did not approve. G
dwelling place. Why should | have one now? David, | took you fro eepgpte to make ﬁou ruler of My
people and | have been with you in al you have undertaken. Furtherm set up your house after you to

rule over My people. But, David, you have shed much blood.gqour son ou will be aman of peace, and |
will let him build Me ahouse. If ?/our sonssin, | will punigh t : btljt Lwill not take away My mercy from
. 0 i
lin

an the prophet approved of the idea,
id gl have never asked for a permanent

them as | did to the house of Saul. Your kingdom and yg established forever” (2 Sam. 7:4-17; 1
Chron. 22:6-10; paraphrased). Even now, Jesus is said o@ % ‘David’'sthrone” (Acts 2:30-33; see also
Luke 1:32-33). David spent the rest of hislife gathgi Es to be used for the temple of the Lord.

A tragic thing happened while David's men wer )] the city of (12:1). David was
usually at the head of hisforces, but thistim chead and tarried in Jerusalem. He saw a woman
gh shewas the wife of one of his most loyal men.
his sin. He had her husband Uriah put in the forefront
hsheba as his wife.

thechild of fornication would die. The sword would never depart
Trouble would arise from within his own family. His wives would
us, hissin marked a sad day for David himself and for all Isragl. See

named Bathsheba and committed fornication
She was with child as aresult, and Davjd soug
of the battle so he would be killed, an ok

Nathan rebuked David for hisgig. H
from David's house from that
be lain with openly as a disgr | M3
Psalms 51 for aglimpse of the felt over hissin.

Some time passed, and David’ son Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar. David was grieved, but how
could he punish his son for asin no worse than his own? Another son, Absalom, killed Amnon and fled for his
life. Years passed before he and his father were reconciled.

Absalom was heir to the throne, but he did not want to wait until his father’s death. He began to win the
hearts of the people by flattery and shrewd political maneuvers. He watched his chance until he thought his
following was strong enough, then he declared himself king in (15:10)

David did not want to be caught inside the city of Jerusalem with no chance to gather forces, so he left as
soon as he heard the news of Absalom’s rebellion. It was one of the saddest scenes in the entire Bible to watch
David and his most loyal men leaving Jerusalem, fleein? from his own son. He and his company crossed the
brook (15:23), just outside the city wall and made their way up the mount of
(15:30), weeping as they went. Their plan was to spend the first night in the Jordan Valley near the ford Hushai.
An advisor David had sent back to serve as spy, sent amessage for them to hurry acrosstheriver and get to a
safe place lest Absalom follow them immediately. David followed the advice, and, by morning, all of his men

were across the Jordan (17:16, 22). Thely hurried on to the city of (17:24) in Gilead. Loyad
men came to his aid with food and supplies. An army began gathering to oppose Abaslom.
The resulting battle took place in the of (18:6). Usually, when we speak of

anything connected with Ephraim, it is located west of the Jordan. This m%/ be an exception to the rule because
Absalom’s forces had crossed the Jordan also, and were camped in the land of (17:24, 26?. Itis
Bossu ble the battle began on the east side of the Jordan and moved across the river as Absalom’s troops fell back
kﬁflgéealDavid’s men. Absalom’s army was defeated and the soldiers fled for their lives. Absalom himself was

[ 0.

The tribe of assembled at (19:15) to bring David back with pomp.
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Students “build” this
map based on their
study of the lesson.
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